CAPSTONE COURSE:  RESEARCH IN GLOBALIZATION STUDIES

Fall 2006

Mon Wed, 1:30 – 3:18 p.m.

Course Description

Globalization is perhaps the most potent source of cultural, economic, political and social change in the world today.  It is a diverse phenomenon, and students who major in Globalization Studies devise an individualized program of study, organized around thematic clusters drawn from a variety of disciplines.  This capstone course helps students pull together their Globalization Studies experience.  In it, students learn how to formulate a viable research question, determine the appropriate method for investigating the question, conduct good research, and, finally, to turn their research into a 15-20 page term paper.

Students will learn as much about the process of research writing as they do about their research topic.  Research writing is a distinct type of writing.  It cannot be accomplished in a few weeks, much less a few days, but requires steady attention over the course of several months.  This class helps students systematically accomplish the tasks necessary to complete a research paper, while providing both intellectual support and the camaraderie of the classroom.  

Because of the inter-disciplinary nature of Globalization Studies, students’ research interests and disciplinary backgrounds will vary.  This course recognizes that diversity, but is premised on the view that questions and dilemmas of the research and writing process transcend particular disciplines.  Students should see this class as an open forum for discussing the full spectrum of research and writing concerns.  Indeed, one of the primary benefits of the class is learning how to critique one another’s writing in a productive and supportive way.

Requirements

Students are expected to attend all class meetings, complete all reading and writing assignments on time, participate actively and in an informed manner in seminar discussion, and provide feedback/commentary on one another’s assignments.

Note that some assignment deadlines fall on the weekend.  This is because several seminar sessions are devoted to group discussion of student written work.  Weekend deadlines enable the assignments to be distributed to the full class, and give students sufficient time to read and prepare comments prior to seminar on Monday.  

Prerequisites: IS 356 and CS 357
Grade Schedule

· Participation:  30 points

· Attendance (10 points).

· Presentation of original work (10 points).

· Commentary on peers’ work (10 points).

· Written assignments: 70 points

· #1.  Topic statement, one paragraph (5 points).

· #2.  Exercise:  making arguments (5 points).

· #3.  Annotated bibliography (10 points).

· #4.  Revised topic statement, 1-2 pages (10 points).

· #5.  Literature Review, 3-4 pages (10 points).

· #6.  Introduction, 1- ½ pages (10 points).

· #7.  Final Paper, first draft (10 points).

· #8.  Final Paper, revised version (10 points).

Readings

There is one required book for the course:

· Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams.  1995.  The Craft of Research.  2nd edition.  Chicago, IL:  University of Chicago Press.

The following books, while not required, are useful references for the research and writing process and might be worth purchasing.

· Strunk, William, Jr. and E. B. White.  1979.  Elements of Style., 3rd edition.  NY:  MacMillan.

· Turabian, Kate L.  1987.   Manual for Writers of Term Ppaers, Thess and Dissertations.  5th edition.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.

Remaining required readings are on reserve at the Main Library.

If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible. I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so (Office for Disability Service at (614) 292-3307, or visit 150 Pomerene Hall). 

All students are responsible for reading, understanding, and following university rules regarding cheating and plagiarism, which will be strictly enforced (see Faculty Rule 3335-31-02 on Academic Misconduct in the Ohio State University Student Handbook).

CALENDAR

Wednesday, September 20

Organizational Meeting

Monday, September 25

Research, Researchers, and Readers

· Booth et. al., “Thinking in Print,” and “Connecting with your Reader,” Chapters 1 and 2.

Wednesday, September 27

No Class:  individual meetings to discuss topics

*****

Sunday, October 1


Assignment #1 due via email, by noon

ASSIGNMENT #1
TOPIC STATEMENT (1 paragraph)

· Read Booth et. al., “From Topics to Questions,” “From Questions to Problems,” Chapters 3 and 4.

· Prepare a one-paragraph statement of your research question and problem.  Use the structure provided by Booth et. al.  Be sure to identify a problem and show the implications of not knowing the answer to your question, i.e., why it is important that we read your paper?  Use the frameworks outlined by Booth et. al.

· Question:
· Name your topic:  I am studying ________.

· Imply your question:  Because I want to find out why/how/who _________.

· State the rationale for the question and the project:  in order to understand how/why/what _____________.

· Problem:

· Topic
· Question

· Conceptual significance

· Potential practical application.

· Topic statements will be distributed to the entire class, via email, by 5 p.m. Sunday.  Students are expected to read and be prepared to offer helpful suggestions/ questions for each topic statement.  Bring statements and comments to class for each author.  We will discuss each one paragraph research problem in class, ½ on Monday and ½ on Wednesday.

Monday, October 2 


Discussion of topic statements I

Wednesday, October 4  

Discussion of topic statements II

Monday, October 9


Assignment #2 due, in class

ASSIGNMENT #2
EXERCISE:  MAKING ARGUMENTS

· Read Booth et. al., “Making Good Arguments,” and Claims and Evidence,” Chapters 7 and 8.  

· Read three sample term papers (on reserve) with an eye toward Booth et. al.’s criteria for argument.  

· NB:  Read the papers after you read Chapters 7 and 8.

· Answer the following questions, in writing:

· State the primary research questions in Booth et. al.’s topic-question-rationale framework.
· Lay out the logical structure of the argument, e.g., how does the author move from point to point in the paper?

· Assess the effectiveness of his/her argumentative strategy.  Was the argument convincing, or were you left with lingering doubts?  Can you suggest an alternative way of laying out the research question?

Monday, October 9


Discussion of sample term papers I

Wednesday, October 11

Discussion of sample term papers II

*****

Monday, October 16


Assignment #3 due, in class

ASSIGNMENT #3:  ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

· Read “From Questions to Sources” and “Using Sources,” Chapters 5 and 6.  

· Read Handout on Annotated Bibliographies.

· Collect five sources for your research that you have read (1-2 books and 3-4 articles).

· Prepare an annotated bibliography.

Monday, October 16


Discussion of annotated bibliographies I

Wednesday, October 18

Discussion of annotated bibliographies II

Sunday, October 22


Assignment #4 due, via email, by noon

ASSIGNMENT #4:
REVISED TOPIC STATEMENTS (1-2 pages)

· Re-write your topic statement.

· Topic statements will be distributed to the entire class, via email, by 5 p.m. Sunday.  Students are expected to read and prepare written comments for each topic statement.  Bring statements and comments to class for each author.  We will discuss each topic statement in class, ½ on Monday and ½ on Wednesday.

Monday, October 23


Discussion of topic statements I

Wednesday, October 25

Discussion of topic statements II

*****

Monday, October 30


No class; research time

Wednesday, November 1

No class; research time

*****

Sunday, November 5


Assignment #5 due, via email, by noon

ASSIGNMENT #5:  LITERATURE REVIEW (3-4 pages)

· Read Booth et. al., “Pre-Drafting and Drafting,” Chapter 11

· Read Handouts on “Pre-Writing” and “Literature Reviews.”

· Drawing on your ‘prewriting,’ which itself draws on your now expanded annotated bibliography, draft a 3-4 page literature review.

· Literature Reviews will be distributed to the entire class, via email, by 5 p.m. Sunday.  Students are expected to read and prepare written comments for each literature review.  Bring literature reviews and comments to class for each author.  We will discuss each literature review in class, ½ on Monday and ½ on Wednesday.

Monday, November 6

Discussion of literature reviews I

Wednesday, November 8

Discussion of literature reviews II

Sunday November 12

Assignment #6 due, via email, by noon

ASSIGNMENT #6:
INTRODUCTION

· Read Booth et. al., “Introductions,” Chapter 15.

· Draft a 1-1 ½ page introduction to your research paper. 

· Introductions will be distributed to the entire class, via email, by 5 p.m. Sunday.  Students are expected to read prior to class and come to class with prepared, written comments on each introduction.  We will discuss each introduction in class, ½ on Monday and ½ on Wednesday.

Monday, November 13

Discussion of Introductions I

Wednesday, November 15

Discussion of Introductions II

*****

Mon., Nov. 20 – Wed. Nov. 29
Assignment #7 due, via email, as noted below

ASSIGNMENT #7: 
RESEARCH PAPER DRAFT

· Read Booth et. al., “Qualifications,” “Revising your Organization and Argument,” and “Revising Style:  Telling your Story Clearly,” Chapters 10, 13, and 14.

· Prepare a full draft of your research paper:  introduction, literature review, argument, and conclusion.

· Turn in papers via email when indicated.  Papers will be distributed to the entire class via email.

· Class sessions will be devoted to five minute oral presentations by author, followed by peer commentary, on completed drafts.  More specifically:
· Authors are expected to prepare in advance a five minute presentation of their research.
· All students are expected to attend class ready to provide two types of commentary.
· Directed critical commentary.  

· Think about:  What worked or did not work in the argument?  Is the argument sufficiently supported with empirical evidence?  Does the author deal effectively with counter-arguments?  How might the paper be improved?  

· Students should bring approximately one page of organized comments for each author.

· Proofreading.

· Check for grammar, spelling and formatting.  

· Students can make these comments directly on the paper and hand them to the author.

Monday, November 20

· Authors who are presenting must email papers by Saturday, November 18, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, November 22

· Authors who are presenting must email papers by Monday, November 20, 5 p.m.

Monday, November 27

· Authors who are presenting must email papers by Saturday, November 25, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, November 29 

· Authors who are presenting must email papers by Monday, November 27, 5 p.m.

*****

Monday, December 4, 2006

Assignment #8 due, by noon

ASSIGNMENT #8: 
FINAL PAPERS

NB:  Final papers must be turned in as hard copies, not via email.  
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